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Royal College of Pathologists South East England Regional Council

A meeting of the South East England Regional Council was held on Friday 28th November 2008 at 
2-00pm at The Royal College of Pathologists, Carlton House Terrace, London.

Professor Paola Domizio
Registrar

Minutes

	Present:
	Dr Andrew Stacey

Dr David Poller

Dr Ali Al-Bahrani

Dr Steve Halloran

Dr Silvana Di Palma

Dr John Schofield

Prof. Graeme Smith

Dr John Southgate


	Microbiology (Chair)

Histopathology (Vice Chair)

Clinical Biochemistry

Clinical Biochemistry

Histopathology

Histopathology

Haematology

Clinical Biochemistry



	Apologies for absence:
	Dr  Andrew Iversen

Dr Chris James

Dr Sanjiv Manek

Dr Jeremy Quiney

Dr Brian Shine

Dr Jane Weston

Dr Rachael Liebmann
	Clinical Biochemistry

Haematology

Histopathology

Clinical Biochemistry

Clinical Biochemistry

Histopathology

Histopathology


1.
Minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2008
These were agreed as a correct record.
2.
Matters arising from the minutes. 


Kent and Surrey Pathology Networks. No significant developments to report. The   
situation in both would continue to be monitored by members of the regional council

3.
New Members Update. Dr Stacey informed the council that Drs Al-Bahrani, Liebmann and Weston had been elected to The South East England Regional Council with effect from November 2008 and that Dr Southgate would be demitting as a member of the council after completing his 3 year term. Dr Al-Bahrani was welcomed to his first meeting. To date it had not been possible to find a replacement trainee representative for Dr Bennett, nor had it been possible to identify a consultant microbiologist from the east of the region to co-opt onto the council.
4.
National Clinical Excellence Awards (CEA) Applications. Prof. Graeme Smith confirmed that the regional council’s awards committee had completed its process for national CEA applications for the 2009 round.

5.
Minutes and Reports of September 2008 and November 2008 College Council Meetings


The following items were referred to or were discussed

(i) Communications between the College and Regional  Councils. Drs Allen and Frayling had produced a good practice guidance paper for regional council chairs for comment which would then be published in the January 2009 College Bulletin. The president had met with Regional Council Chairmen individually to discuss progress in their first year of office.  Communication had emerged as a common issue.

(ii) Point of Care Testing. Dr Freedman had advised that the group dealing with point of care testing was making good progress. It was anticipated that a consultation document would be ready before Christmas 2008.

(iii) Carter Report. The Carter Report was awaited at the time of this meeting. It was currently undergoing an impact assessment at The Department of Health (England) but was expected to be available by December. A Diagnostics Board had been set up, which included the ‘Tsars’ and leads for various areas, including Dr Ian Barnes who would be lead for pathology. It was likely that CPA UK Ltd would be required to merge with or be acquired by The United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) to make it more independent of the pathology professions.

(iv) College Vice Presidents. Drs Freedman, Wregitt and Prentice had been elected as Vice Presidents of the College and Dr Singer as Treasurer.

(v) Naming of Rooms in the New College Education Centre. The names had been decided upon via a vote of the College Council.

(vi) CPA. CPA standards were not being applied in a uniform way across the UK. A recent survey of clinical biochemistry laboratories had indicated that it was now difficult to achieve unconditional accreditation.
(vii) Out of Hours Experience for Trainees. A draft statement on ‘Developing Competent Practitioners in Pathology for 24/7 Delivery of Safe Care’ had been presented at Council by Dr Williiams. There were specific problems in microbiology and clinical biochemistry. Council had agreed that there should be support for a defined period of specialty-specific supervised out of hours training which would be defined by the relevant SACs, CATTs & intercollegiate committees.
(viii) Retention and Storage of Pathological Records and Archives. Dr Wilkins had been chosen to lead on this project.

(ix) National Pathology Week. This had been hugely successful. It was proposed by Dr Lishman, the Deputy Registrar, that similar events could be held on an annual basis. Further information would follow about NPW 2009.
(x) Electronic Workforce database. Only 10% of College fellows had validated their personal data thus far.
6. Cancelled Regional Dinner in September 2008. The committee reflected on the reasons for this meeting achieving poor support and proposed to organise a meeting and dinner at the College in 2009. Involvement of trainee pathologists was to be encouraged.

7. Regional Council Officers Reports

Dr Schofield. Finance. There was a surplus in the South East Council’s account which could be used for the proposed meeting at the College in 2009

Dr Halloran. Modernisation. Dr Halloran commented that there was a lack of applications for some clinical biochemistry posts.

Workforce and IT. Deferred in Dr Iversen’s and Dr Shine’s absence.

8. Nominations.


(i) College CPD Advisor. Professor Clive Loveday had been confirmed as College CPD Advisor for Bucks, Berks, Northants & Oxon. 

(ii) New College Tutor. Dr Helen Eagleton was approved as the new College Tutor at Stoke Mandeville Hospital.

(iii) Dr Rella Workman was approved as Job Description Review Panel member for Kent and 
East  Sussex 
(iv) Professional Performance Reviewers. Applications were being sought for 3 Histopathology and 1 Haematology professional performance reviewers. So far 1 Haematologist had applied but at the time of the meeting no Histopathologists had put their names forward. Council members were asked to encourage histopathology colleagues to apply for these important posts.
9. Any Other Business

      (i) There were currently vacancies on the College’s Lay Advisory Committee. Regional council 
members were requested to identify and approach suitable individuals.
      (ii) The College Annual Report for 2007-08 had recently been published. The chair thanked 
those members of the regional council who had contributed to our section.

(iii) The publication ‘A Guide To The Royal College of Pathologists’ (2007) is being updated. Comments were requested.

The date and venue of the next meeting will be at 2-00pm on Friday 20th March 2009 at The Royal College of Pathologists, Carlton House Terrace, London.
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