Notes of the Royal College of Pathologists Council meeting held on Thursday 15th January 2009 at the RCPath, 2 Carlton House Terrace, London 
(these are personal notes and may not accurately reflect the official minutes)

New Members: several new members were welcomed to their first Council meeting.

New Year Honours: four College Fellows had received honours this year.

Carter: the report of the second phase of the review had finally been published. The President had posted a response on the College website. The DoH had also published its response on the DoH website.  Ian Barnes had agreed to attend the next council meeting in April.

Point of Care testing: The 2002 MHRA guidance was being revised to take account of recent developments. The President had attended a meeting on accreditation of POCT yesterday. He still had concerns over the accreditation of “high street” tests.

CPA: It seems almost certain that CPA will be acquired by UKAS. Various issues were due to be discussed at a CPA Board meeting next week. The importance of continuing peer review was stressed but CPA still has difficulty in recruiting assessors (there are no plans to reimburse employing organisations). Professional input into UKAS would be through a medical & scientific advisory committee. Daniel Ross outlined several outstanding concerns over financial and employer liability that the College may carry as a shareholder of CPA. There is pressure to finalise things by March. The President has been appointed service accreditation lead for the Academy of Medical Royal College. He expressed the hope that the various forms of accreditation and assessment currently in operation could be brought together into a single process. He felt that the new Care Quality Commission would have some responsibility for pathology accreditation as with other services.
Map of medicine: Danielle Freedman is College lead. There were concerns over possible duplication of effort with other initiatives. A meeting of “knowledge systems in pathology” was to be held to address this and other issues.

Out-of-Hours training: Archie Prentice had taken over this long running problem from Helen Williams. He proposed to organise yet another meeting to include employer organisations, medical managers, the GMC etc. This was agreed by Council.

International Liaison Committee of Presidents: In South Africa it appears that many histopathologists are leaving the health service for the private sector (or overseas).
National Pathology Week: Suzy Lishman (Assistant Registrar) presented feedback on NPW 2008. Over 300 events had been held around the UK, the SE had held the second highest number after London. It has now been decided that NPW will be repeated in 2009 (2nd-8th Nov) with the title “Pathology, the heart of modern healthcare” As its name suggests, there will be a theme i.e. the heart & circulation. It is hoped to link in with the various heart charities & support groups. Regional Councils will be asked to take on a greater role with each region appointing a NPW lead (SL will be contacting the regional council chairs with more details). Siemens has once again agreed to sponsor NPW. However, it should be noted that while the 2008 NPW cost approx. £95K, the budget for NPW 2009 has been set at £227K.
Overseas activity of the College: Archie Prentice (Vice-President) presented a paper exploring the future international role of the College in respect of training, examining, development & funding of pathology. This would require further discussion.
President’s Report: 

Darzi review – a House of Commons select committee had published its response to the review (available on the internet)

National Medical laboratory Catalogue – the College will host the governance board. Legal indemnity is required in case of disputes with commercial interests.

MHRA- the DoH is undertaking a review of past performance and future capability.

Care Quality Commission – consultation document to be circulated.

Coroners & Criminal Justice Bill – was published yesterday. College response to follow.

Labs Are Vital – there will be a presentation at the next College Council meeting.

Academy of Medical Royal Colleges: currently focussing on MMC, EWTD & accreditation.

College lower ground floor project: almost complete. Final cost is £2.75M against a forecast of £2.5M. Some extra work had to be done at the insistence of English Heritage.

Professional Standards Unit: A recent meeting of the Academy Revalidation Development Group had been attended. A draft Specialty Information to Support Standards for Revalidation has been produced with only a short time for consultation. A review of the College CPD scheme (to answer the question of does it meet the requirements of its members for revalidation?) is to be undertaken. There was a debate about whether this should be done in-house (cheaper) or externally (expensive but more credible).
Workforce Advisory Group: Tim Stephenson (Chair) summarised the current situation in the major pathology specialties. Clinical Biochemistry had recently undertaken a questionnaire survey to inform an update of Profession Under Siege (?PUS 2). There appears to be a particular problem with genetics. Still only 15% of College Fellows had accessed and validated their entry on the electronic workforce database. TS stressed that it is impossible to manage workforce issues without accurate data. It appears that the data held by the RCP on haematologists is equally unreliable. 
Training, Assessment & Examinations: Web-based systems “Learning Environment for Pathology Trainees (LEPT)”. Meetings have been held with Premier IT to develop systems for workplace-based assessment and the e-portfolio for pathology training.

PMETB will be undertaking a major review of curriculums by 2010. Problems with the training and examinations for the four histopathology subspecialties have already surfaced. Shelley Heard (Director of T&E) was asked to produce a position paper and options appraisal. 
RCPath e-path project: discussion took place on who should be granted access to the e-learning material.

Joint Committee on Pathology Training (JCPT): this newly reconstituted committee had held its first meeting in October.

College Website: a new post to oversee the website is to be created (& advertised).

Modernising Scientific Careers, A Consultation: College Fellows were encouraged to submit their comments to Tim Wreghitt (Vice-President). I will forward to all.
Research Committee: proposed the annual awarding of medals to the trainees producing the best research. Agreed by Council. The question was asked why the College did not give research awards to its Fellows (as apparently do other RMCs)?
Investors in People: following recent review the College continues to meet the IiP standard.
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