Notes of the meeting of Council of the Royal College of Pathologists
held on Thursday 12th November 2009 at 2 Carlton House Terrace
(these are personal notes and may not therefore accurately reflect the official minutes)

Modernising Scientific Careers: the response to the consultation is due to be published in December.
Validated Case Archive: the price quoted by Adobe was considered too high. A cheaper option was being sought.

Communications: College IT system - problems with database conversion would result in a delay of a few weeks to the project. Tenders for the College website project were being reviewed and interviews had been scheduled for December. The current provider had not tendered.

Clinical leadership: to date approx. 600 responses to the College survey had been received. Most respondents did not think the College did enough to support clinical leadership.

Medical Virology is to have a separate CCT but should it also have a separate CATT? A discussion took place on what criteria should be met for a specialty to have a separate CATT and what the current relationship was between SACs and CATTs and whether or not they should be remerged (the latter were originally set up to take workload off the former). It was noted that not all SACs have agreed TsOR and therefore it was agreed that the College Executive would develop guidelines. In the meantime CATTs & SACs would remain separate unless individual specialties wished them to merge.

Pathology Modernisation: the letter from the DoH to SHA Medical Directors dated 6th August 2009 (previously circulated to regional council members) was discussed at length. It was apparent that this letter had been previously circulated more widely in some parts of the country than others. A “Pathology Futures” meeting had been held in September with representatives from most SHAs in attendance but it was unclear how some of these individuals had been chosen.
National Pathology Week 2009: over 400 events had been registered. Regional Co-ordinators were thanked for their efforts. NPW 2010 will take place during the week of Nov 1st-7th 2010 with the theme of “the building blocks of life” i.e. mothers & babies.
College public engagement programme: a bid for £200K had been submitted to Wellcome.

Routes to fellowship of the RCPath for biomedical scientists: a paper was presented by Tim Wreghitt. It was felt that only of small no of BMSs would qualify to apply. The IBMS observer suggested that the IBMS could filter out applicants e.g. by making it a requirement to have obtained the higher specialist diploma.

Workforce database: approx 33% of College members have validated their data. Discussion took place on the use of the database by third parties.

Research: the National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) has published its report entitled “Fostering the Role of Pathology in Research” in October (available at www.ncri.org.uk). College research medals for 2009 had been awarded.
International: The College has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Faculty of Laboratory Medicine of the West African College of Physicians. There have also been recent College visits to Oman and Kenya.

Revalidation: a report from the Director of the Professional Standards Unit highlighted various issues including the role of the MRCs in quality control of revalidation on which there are currently widely differing views.
Training: CCT applications for paediatric pathology and neuropathology are being prepared. Clinical leadership competencies are being integrated into curricula. Discussion took place on whether exam results should be fed back to the Regional Specialty Advisers or the Heads of the local Pathology Schools.

The role of College Regional Advisers is being reviewed by the JCPT.
Ethics and Organ Donation: following a presentation from the chairman of the Ethics Committee it was decided that the RCPath should not take an official position on this matter.
The College Council heard a short talk from Dr Ian Barnes, National Pathology Clinical Director after which he was due to have a further meeting with members of the College Executive. The topics covered included QIPP and the DoH Pathology Modernisation letter (above)
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