Notes of the Royal College of Pathologists Council meeting held on Thursday 13th November 2008 at the RCPath, 2 Carlton House Terrace, London.

(these are personal notes and may not accurately reflect the official minutes)

CEA: - the President gave a summary of the numbers of higher wards received by College Fellows in the latest (2008) round.

Carter Report: - it had recently been stated in the House of Commons that the report would be published in early December 2008. In the meantime, the new DoH Diagnostics Board was already addressing various issues related to the report e.g. the National Pathology Catalogue. A separate Pathology Harmony Group was looking at unifying laboratory reference ranges.

CPA: - discussions on the relationship between CPA and UKAS were ongoing. Carter was of the opinion that accreditation must be independent of the pathology professions.  Price-Waterhouse has been employed to advise CPA on its options.

College Tutors: - future will be decided once arrangements for revalidation have been finalised.

National Pathology Week: - S Lishman gave feedback received so far on events held at the College and in the regions. The week had exceeded expectations. Ideas would be fed into the College’s outreach programme. For future years the preferred option was to hold events throughout the year rather than during just one week. Regional Councils asked to come up with ideas. It was suggested that there should be a co-ordinator in each region.

President’s report: - the College had contributed to the Academy’s response to the proposed new NHS constitution. The DoH’s priorities for the coming year are quality, performance, public health and leadership.

Academy newsletter: - a new governance model for the Academy has been agreed. The new Medical Leadership Curriculum has been agreed and forwarded to PMETB. The Healthcare Quality Improvement Partnership (HQIP) has been appointed to manage the National Clinical Audit and Patient Outcomes Programme. A Code of Practice for the Confirmation and Diagnosis of Death is due to be published shortly.

Regional Council reports from meeting in Sept 2008: - issues highlighted included MHRA inspection of blood banks and single-handed pathologists (East of England), pathology networks, medical advisory structures and laboratory management arrangements (NI), the role of college tutors (North West England) and MRSA screening and genetic testing for patients with hyperlipidaemia (West Midlands).

Professional Standards Unit: - a NHS Revalidation Support Team (RST) has been established to facilitate the development & implementation of appraisal & revalidation at local level. The GMC has completed its initial work on developing generic standards for appraisal & revalidation based on Good Medical Practice. It aims to have a complete draft set of specialty standards by the end of the year. The College has received funding from the Academy for a project to determine if its CPD scheme is able to meet the challenge of revalidation. A meeting of CPD Advisers was held on 20th Oct. at which enhancements to the on-line portfolio and improved credit allocation guidelines were discussed.

Workforce: - Workforce Planning Toolkit now available on DoH website. The proposals for national assessors for consultant grade clinical scientists have been accepted by the ACB. It is hoped that the process can be completed by the first quarter of 2009. The College’s response to the Kings Fund consultation on a Centre for Excellence for Workforce Planning & Strategy can be viewed on the College website. Still only 10% of College Fellows have entered their data onto the electronic database (to be discussed at a meeting on 18th Dec.)

Training & Education committee:- the first meeting of the new committee formed from the merger of the JCPT and Assessment Committee had taken place.

Examinations committee: - examiners will be removed from the examiners’ panel if they do not undertake the required training.

Ethics Committee: - two guidance documents tabled i.e. “Consent for Pathologists” and “Consent for the processing & Analysis of Clinical Samples” etc (both dated Sept 2008).

College Executive Committee: - had agreed to extend the deadline for award of Diplomate status to the end of 2009.

Campaign Board: - to be disbanded and an Outreach Board to take over.

Histopathology SAC: - draft guidelines on (i) specimen referral and (ii) quality assurance & double reporting  have been produced for consultation. The final version of the curriculum for Medical Examiners (of the cause of death) is awaiting approval.

International committee: - plans to resurrect overseas FRCPath exam and also links with Kuwait.

The publication “A Guide to RCPath” (2005) is to be updated. Comments requested.

AOB: - Allergy & Immunology: - allergy testing in pharmacies. House of Lords “allergy report”. Lifescience Taskforce: consultation report to be launched later this month.

Andrew Stacey

16.11.2008

