Notes of the RCPath Council meeting of Thursday 14th May 2009
(these are personal notes and may not accurately reflect the official minutes)

College Registrar - Suzy Lishman was elected unopposed (3 year term from Nov 2009).

CPA – sale to UKAS has been completed. College Exec will meet to decide what to do with the College’s share of the money (most will probably go to pay for the lower ground floor project). The President is due to meet with the CEO & Chairman of UKAS to discuss accreditation process reform, professional representation at UKAS etc.

Life sciences Task Force – to undertake a survey of semen analysis services.

Out-of-Hours training – the SACs & CATTs will be putting forward proposals in the next few weeks.

NLM Catalogue – applicants had been received for all advertised posts (although not as many as had been hoped for). Appointments will be made in May and training given in June.

International Committee – representatives of the College will join a group travelling to Nairobi in August. There are separate initiatives in Zambia and Malawi. A survey of College Fellows is to be undertaken to obtain views on the role of the International Committee and the possibility of developing an “international” FRCPath exam. One of the vice-presidents had attended a DoH world health summit. Topics discussed included swine flu.

There is to be a government review of post-mortem pathology including retention of organs.

Recent College Communications survey – the President is preparing a report for the Bulletin.

The Furness Prize for science communication has been announced and the criteria for College research medals have been posted on the College’s website.

The President had met with representatives from various other pathology groups to discuss representation on each other’s committees. He had also had discussions with the president-elect of the IBMS about creating an on-line discussion forum and the possibility of allowing mutual observer status on each other’s council for a pilot period.

A new mechanism to expedite the publication of College committee minutes on the website was proposed.

CEAs – the 2010 timetable is being brought forward. Details will be sent to regional council chairmen.

Joint Working Group on QC – a meeting is to be held in June to discuss a proposal that the College adopts this WG.

Guidance on conducting post-mortem examinations during a flu pandemic is to be put on the College website (it was commented that separate and possibly conflicting guidance had recently been sent to coroners by the Ministry of Justice).

A publication entitled Making Sense of Screening is to be produced as a follow-on to Making Sense of Science

.

Health Resource Groups (HRGs) – a new working group is being set up to develop costing guidance for direct access pathology.

Lay Advisory Committee – three new representatives have been recruited.

National Pathology Week 2009 (2nd – 8th Nov). Regional co-ordinators met in April. A NPW logo (in the shape of a heart) has been produced. Promotional material is being prepared in anticipation of at least 300 events. The NPW website is due to be relaunched soon with a link to the British Heart Foundation website. It will include an on-line event registration form.

Regional Councils – at the recent meeting of chairmen (attended for us by David Poller), revised constitution & terms of reference for regional councils were discussed. The president requested a list of good practice & local problems from each regional council (see my e-mail dated 15th May).
A discussion paper on “College tutors and revalidation” was tabled. Regional councils were asked to put forward ideas for the roles of College Specialty and CPD advisers in relation to accreditation (more to follow).
Prof Standards Unit – the Academy Revalidation Steering Group and the Revalidation Taskforce had met in April. Topics discussed included responsible officers, specialist standards and supporting information, CPD for revalidation, e-portfolios, MSF and capturing advice given by telephone. A BAMM medical leaders meeting on revalidation was to be held that afternoon. 

Our nominations for the professional performance panel (Drs Stockford & Littlewood) had both been invited to a training day in June. 

The document “Concerns about performance in pathology…” is being updated.

Workforce – national assessors for consultant grade clinical scientist posts is to be launched at a meeting in Liverpool. Approx one third of College Fellows have now validated their EWDB entry. The employer’s module will be rolled out at the end of May. In future workforce will be modelled around the 8 Darzi patient pathways.

Medical/Clinical leadership group – the College Exec. will discuss the possibility of setting up a group in the College which would network with similar groups in other MRCs 
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